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"One of the goals was to 
engage more people than you 
could [with] a public meet­
ing," DNR's Toso said. "For 
the first online forum, we 
thought it was successful ... 
it's not connected to any spe­
cific action [and] it did not 
have to do with the North 
Bay trespass." 

When asked whether the 
state could eventually imple­
ment a program to lease state 
tidelands for geoduck har­
vest, Toso pauses. 

"Right now, we don't have 
a program." Another pause. 
"Right now we don't have a 
program," he repeats. "But 
that's not to say that there 
couldn't be [one] in the fu­
ture." 

Toso said that Commis­
sioner Goldmark is commit­
ted to the restoration and 
cleanup of the SoUnd. 

''We'll go where the sci­
ence tells us," he added. 

And the restoration and 
cleanup of the Sound could 
be more closely linked to 
geoduck harvest than some 
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Panopea generosa, better known as the 
geoduck clam, has been a profitable crop 
for Taylor Shellfish, and other area shellfish 
companies, since the mid-1990s. But, the 
question of whether the state should lease 
public tidelands to shellfish companies for 
geoduck farming has proved contentious. 

might think. 
At least 80 percent of the 

rent the state collects from 
its other shellfish leases goes 
toward an Aquatic Lands 
Enhancement Account 
(ALEA) , which finances 
habitat restoration, educa­
tion and research projects all 
over the state. 

In Mason County, more 
than $15,000 in ALEA funds 
went toward teaching 7th­
grade students about the 
Hood Canal watershed, as 
part of the Hood Canal Salm­
on Enhancement Group's 
environmental seminars 
in 2007 and 2008. Another 
$50,000 went toward Hood 
Canal steelhead "recovery ef­
forts in Lilliwaup in 2009. 

The biggest thing the 
shellfish industry has going 
for it right now, in of 
the future of geoduck aqua­
culture, is the stalled state 
economy. 

"The number of jobs we've 
created is not insignificant," 
Taylor Shellfish's Dewey 
said. "There's definitely an 
opportunity for the state to 
make quite a bit of money." 

As for an end to disputes 
with homeowners, Dewey 
believes the solution comes 
down to plaruiing - changing 
the state's Growth Manage­
ment Act to include shell­
fish under agriculture would 
zone tracts of tideland for 
agricultural use, a move the 
Obama administration has 
encouraged states to look 
into. 

Homeowners could then 
make informed decisions 
about whether or not to 
move next to a geoduck 
farm, much like they could 
decide not to move next to a 
dairy farm, Dewey said. 

"Then at the end of the 
day, the argument would be 
over," he said. 


